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How to Connect With The Churches Via Facebook And The Websites

Pinckneyville Website:  http://1upcpville.com/index.html   Pinckneyville Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/firstunitedpresbyterianpinckneyville/Murphysboro Website: http://fpcmurphysboro.org/   Murphysboro Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-1517609008538913/
The Facebook pages are where you will find the online services, which we simulcast on Facebook Live during in-person worship. Pinckneyville's service is at 9:00 a.m. and Murphysboro's is at 10:45 a.m.
MISSION NEWS: 

The South Central (!) Neighborhood of the Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois will meet on Thursday, September 11, 2025, from 5 PM to 7 PM at the Sparta Westminster Church located at 360 E. Broadway, Sparta, IL. A meal will be provided by Sparta.  There will be a review of session minutes for the past 2 years as well as information about Presbytery resources from our Presby on the Road team and a conversation about leadership training. The churches in this neighborhood are Sparta Westminster, Nashville, Pinckneyville, Murphysboro, Mt. Vernon and Tilden.
The churches of the yoke will receive the Peace and Global Witness Offering on World Communion Sunday, October 5, 2025. This offering supports the peacemaking and reconciliation efforts of the church and provides an opportunity to witness to God's gift of peace in the world. Gifts are divided in the following manner: 25% is retained by congregations for support of their own peace and reconciliation efforts; 25% retained by mid-councils (12.5% presbytery/12.5% synod) for support of their own peace and reconciliation efforts; and 50% to the Mission Agency to provide assistance and resources for congregations to promote the peace of Christ. 

PASTOR’S COLUMN
I am not a super-experienced gamer, but I can more or less find my way around an X Box. One aspect of a lot or most games is something called a side quest. The side quest is optional, and it is outside the main storyline. It’s just a way to get more rewards or points or whatever.  You don’t have to do side quests if you don’t want but they can be fun.

The older I get, the more prone I am to nostalgic daydreaming.  It is one of life’s side quests, if you will, but it doesn’t reward you with much but pleasant memories. This time of year, I am tempted to go on a lot of nostalgic side quests.
I find myself often waxing nostalgic about special times in the fall. When I was a kid, fall was kind of a magical time for me. It still is. Fall kind of speaks to my soul.
A lot of my good memories of the fall involve going to fairs. The fair that we usually attended was the Six County Fiesta in Swainsboro, a town about nineteen miles from my home.  School kids got free tickets for the Wednesday of the fair.  We didn’t go every year but one year my Daddy did take me, and in the brilliant October afternoon sun, I rode rides to my heart’s content.  I really enjoyed that. Plus, I hardly ever got to go to “town” in the middle of the week and that was a treat!

Another time at the fair I remember well is one year, when I was in junior high, a couple of friends invited me, on the spur of the moment, to go to the Six County Fiesta with them. It was colder back in the 1970s than it is now, and the October night we went was pretty chilly. 

Everyone was wearing sweaters and windbreakers. There was a nip in the air and sawdust on the ground and that combination, along with having fun just talking with my friends, made it a magical evening. Oh, we rode rides and looked at 4-H exhibits and ate fair food, but all of that was just icing on the cake.  That was a most pleasurable side quest indeed.

But that marvelous experience is just part of my history at this point. It is over and done with. I will never be able to repeat it. However, if I get to reminiscing too much about times like that, that can become a side quest that is a real distraction.

We can come to daydream so much about the past that we find ourselves just about living there. That kind prevents us from engaging with the storyline of our lives.
It’s nice to recall pleasant memories from the past but we must not live in them. We have the present to live in, and it requires all our attention. We have to pay attention to our family, our work, and our relationship with our God.
Those things require a lot of work, and we cannot afford to get distracted too much by reminiscing about the past, or by planning and worrying about the future, for that matter.  If we don’t pay proper attention to the present time, it will soon become the past and we will wonder where the time has gone.  And there is no getting it back.
However, all that being said, have a happy, healthy, blessed, and peaceful fall.  Try to make some good memories, memories that one day will be fun to recall. Remember, and then move on.
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PINCKNEYVILLE NEWS

The church will provide a meal for the Pinckneyville Panthers football team, coaches, and cheerleaders on Thursday, October 23.  This event is always one of the highlights for the church’s fall calendar.

PRAYER CONCERNS
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Flash flooding across the country, Johnny Gunter, Bryna Jablonski, All schools as the new academic year begins, Starvation crisis in Gaza, E’Lynn Clark, Anne Tabing, Cathi Gerrish; Deadly, Catastrophic flooding in Texas, Sabrina Dobrinick, Former President Joe Biden, Anne Prestamo, Judie Hastings, Robert Hayes, Jane Schultz, Cathy Cunningham, Louise Schweizer, Glenn McKinstry, Matt Lisewski, Matthew Stanley, War in Ukraine, Local, state, and national governmental leaders, Barb Covert, Barbara Collier, The Israel-Hamas War, Josh Higgerson, Milo Howell, Judy Klein Riedel, Diane McPheeters, Claire Zech, Isaiah Robertson – (Fifth grader with brain tumor), Richel Biby, Harlow Graskewicz Prado(little girl with terminal leukodystrophy), Jessica Ping, Kyle Koskella

SESSION MEMBERS – Glenn McKinstry, Cheryl Schneider, Nate Chapman, and David Templeton
Financials:   The weekly offering amount required to meet the budget is $1592. The mail is being monitored on a regular basis, so, please, send your contributions to the church at 3811 State Highway 13/127, Pinckneyville, IL, 62901. Even better, join us on Sundays and bring it then!

Pinckneyville Birthdays and Anniversaries:

Birthdays- Wilma Templeton (August 2), Bailey Lee (August 10), Casey Lee (August 26), Linda Benz-Foskey (September 9), Cathy Cunningham (September 10), Gayl Pyatt (September 26), Paige Schweizer (October 19), Lewis Schweizer (October 20), Aspen Jo Lee (October 27), Cheryl Schneider (October 29), David Templeton (October 30), Anne Tabing (December 25), Sandy Hasemeyer (December 30)
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Anniversaries- Jeff and Bettie Ashauer (August 18), Lewis and Louise Schweizer (August 19),  Jim and Sharon Higgerson (September 30), Sam and Linda Benz-Foskey (October 21)
Pinckneyville Communion Calendar for the remainder of 2025- October 5 World Communion Sunday, November 30 First Sunday of Advent; Christmas Eve, December 24, 5:30 p.m.
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MURPHYSBORO NEWS-

It has been a challenging year for the Murphysboro Community Garden, to say the least. July featured relentless rain followed by brutal heat. Weeds and grass grew like nobody’s business.  But the hardworking gardeners persevered and still managed to produce some nice vegetables, like the tomatoes pictured below:
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Jeanne Baker, Flash flooding across the county, The family of Bettye Hayes, The family of Kay Potter Weatherford, All schools as the new academic year begins, Starvation crisis in Gaza, Rob Mileur, Deadly and catastrophic flooding in the Texas Hill Country, Dan Baker, Carol Stone, Former President Joe Biden, Barbara Smith, Matt Lisewski, Susan Murphy, Charles Maynor, Mary Guida, Shirley Shields,The Israel-Hamas War,Evelyn Rose Williamson (Brenda’s 9 month old granddaughter),

Bruce Camden, Local, state, and national governmental leaders, Rev. Jim Frye, Brenda Williamson, Janice Swearingen, Brayden Stanley-Cobden 2nd grader with leukemia, War in Ukraine
SESSION MEMBERS – Lillian Crain, Dan Baker, Sutton Decker, and Frank Puttman.

Financials: AMOUNT NEEDED WEEKLY TO MEET THE BUDGET: $1176. The mail is being monitored on a regular basis, so you can send your contributions to the church at 51 Crescent Drive, Murphysboro, IL, 62966. Even better, join us on Sundays for worship and bring your offering then!

Murphysboro birthdays-
Brenda Williamson (August 6), Daniel Baker (August 8), Max Doerr (August 13), Linda Benz (September 9), Dolores Maynor (September 20), Dan Bost (September 23), James Lawder (September 25), Craig Bost (September 29), Bob Swearingen (November 4), Cara DeMarco Doerr (November 5), Ann Puttman (November 19), Jane DeMarco (December 10), Gloria Calhoun (December 25), Charles Maynor (December 31)

Murphysboro Communion Calendar for the remainder of 2025- September 7, October 5 World Communion Sunday, November 2, November 30-First Sunday of Advent, Christmas Eve, December 24, 7:00 p.m.
GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE YOKED CHURCHES

Contact information for Rev. Sam Foskey: Phone # 618-412-1188

Rev. Foskey’s e-mail is mboropvillepastor@gmail.com

Worship Services: Pinckneyville worships at 9:00 a.m. and Murphysboro at 10:45 a.m.

Murphysboro church contact information:

Phone: 618-684-3466; secretary’s email: firstpchurch11@gmail.com
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Church address: 51 Crescent Drive, Murphysboro, IL 62966

The secretary is Sue Combs.  Her office hours are Tuesday-Thursday, 9AM to 1PM

The pastor's office hours are posted in the church bulletin and on the website each week.

Website:  www.fpcmurphysboro.org.

Pinckneyville church contact information:

Phone:  618-357-8017; Secretary’s email: pinckneyvillesecretary@gmail.com 

Church address: 3811 State Highway 13/127 Pinckneyville, IL 62274

Newsletters can be found on the website.

Cathi Gerrish, the secretary, is in the office from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. on Mondays, 9 a.m. until 12 p.m. on Tuesdays, and 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. on Thursday.
The pastor’s hours are posted in the church bulletin and on the website each week.

Website: 1upcpville.com




Autumn, the year’s last, loveliest smile-William Cullen Bryant








